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The  West  Kent  Combined  Sanitary  District  includes  the  Rural  Districts 
of  Bromley,  Cranbrook,  Maidstone,  Sevenoaks,  Tenterden,  and  Tonbridge, 
and  the  Urban  Districts  of  Chislehurst,  Foots  Cray,  Sevenoaks,  Southborough, 
Tenterden,  and  Tonbridge. 

The  Population,  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1910,  was  147,251,  showing 
an  increase  1,261  on  the  estimated  population  of  1909  and  of  10,154  on  the 
census  population  of  1901.  The  natural  increase  of  population,  by  excess  of 
births  over  death,  was  1,334. 

The  area  of  the  Urban  Districts  is  18,816  acres  (land  and  water)  ;  that 
of  the  Rural  Districts,  253,716  ;  making  a  total  of  272,532  acres,  or  nearly 
426  square  miles. 

By  a  Confirming  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  (No.  54,400) 
dated  the  30th  September,  1910,  and  to  be  cited  as  “The  County  of  Kent 
(Bexley  and  Foots  Cray)  Confirmation  Order,  1910,”  the  Lamorbey  Ward 
(otherwise  the  ecclesiastical  district  of  Holy  Trinity,  Lamorbey)  was  trans¬ 
ferred  from  the  area  of  the  Urban  District  of  Bexley  to  that  of  the  Urban 
District  of  Foots  Cray;  the  Order  to  come  into  force  on  the  1st  of  October, 
1910. 

This  adds  to  the  Urban  District  of  Foots  Cray  an  acreage  of  1,300,  a 
population  of  1,600,  and  a  gross  rateable  value  of  £22,415. 

The  number  of  registered  births  amounted  to  2,956,  consisting  of  1,530 
of  males,  and  1,426  of  females,  and  giving  a  Birth-rate  of  20‘0  per  1,000  of 
population,  as  compared  with  21-4  in  the  previous  year. 

The  lowest  birth  rates  were  of  the  Foots  Cray  and  Sevenoaks  Urban 
Districts,  with  rates  of  11  -4  and  15*9  respectively,  whilst  the  highest  rates 
were  in  the  Tenterden  and  Bromley  Rural  Districts ;  26-2  and  24*3  res¬ 
pectively. 

The  number  of  registered  deaths  amounted  to  1,746,  including  867  of 
males  and  879  of  females.  From  this  number  must  be  deducted  220  deaths 
of  non-residents  who  died  in  the  District,  while  96  deaths  of  residents  who 
died  outside  the  District  must  be  added,  making  a  nett  total  of  1,622  deaths. 
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The  General  Death-rate  was  1T0  per  1,000  of  population,  as  compared 
with  11-6  in  1909. 

The  lowest  death-rates  were  in  the  Foots  Cray  Urban  District  (7*1)  and 
Sevenoaks  Rural  District  (9*7),  whilst  the  highest  rates  occurred  in  the 
Tenterden  Urban  (14*2),  and  the  Cranbrook  and  Tenterden  Rural  Districts, 
both  13-7. 

The  Principal  Epidemic  Diseases  include  Small-pox,  Measles, 
Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping-cough,  Fever  (Typhus,  Enteric  or 
Typhoid,  and  Pyrexia  of  uncertain  origin),  and  diarrhoea.  Of  the  total  1622 
deaths,  67  were  caused  by  one  or  another  of  these  diseases,  viz.,  1  by  Measles, 
5  by  Scarlet  Fever,  6  by  Diphtheria,  24  by  Whooping-cough,  4  by  Enteric, 
Fever,  and  27  by  Diarrhoea  (including  Epidemic  or  Zymotic  Enteritis). 

The  Epidemic  Disease  Death-rate  was  0-45  per  1,000  of  population, 
as  compared  with  0'33  in  the  previous  year. 

The  Tenterden  Rural  District  with  a  nil  rate,  and  the  Foots  Cray  Urban 
and  Cranbrook  Rural  Districts  with  rates  of  0.10  and  0-16  respectively  were 
the  most  satisfactory,  whilst  the  Maidstone  Rural  and  Southborough  Urban 
District  with  rates  of  0.78  and  0.67  respectively  showed  the  highest. 

The  Infant  Mortality,  the  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one 
year  of  age  per  1,000  registered  births,  was  80  for  the  whole  district,  the 
minimum  rates  being  51  and  63  in  the  Sevenoaks  Urban  and  Sevenoaks 
Rural  Districts,  and  the  maximum  rates  105  and  100  in  the  Southborough 
Urban  and  Bromley  Rural  Districts. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1889,  has  been  in  force 
throughout  the  District  since  1890,  and  has,  by  the  Infectious  Disease 
(Notification)  Extension  Act,  1899,  been  made  compulsory  in  every  Urban, 
Rural,  and  Port  Sanitary  District  throughout  the  country,  and  applies  to 
the  following  diseases :  Small-pox,  Cholera,  Diphtheria,  Membranous  Croup, 
Erysipelas,  the  disease  known  as  Scarlet  Fever  or  Scarlatina,  and  the  fevers 
known  by  any  of  the  following  names  :  Typhus,  Typhoid  or  Enteric, 
Relapsing,  Continued,  and  Puerperal^  and  also  any  infectious  disease  to 
which  the  Act  has  been  applied  in  manner  provided  by  the  Act. 

Excluding  cases  of  Phthisis,  the  notifications  received  during  the  year 
numbered  504,  as  compared  with  620  in  the  previous  year.  They  included 
325  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  83  of  Diphtheria,  14  of  Enteric  Fever,  69  of 
Erysipelas,  and  13  of  Puerperal  Fever. 
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Of  the  cases  of  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  and  Enteric  Fever,  over  76 
per  cent,  were  treated  in  Isolation  Hospitals. 


Small-pox. — No  cases  of  this  disease  occurred. 

There  are  two  Joint  Isolation  Hospitals  which  are  available  for  the 
reception  of  cases  of  Small-pox  only,  i.e.,  the  Bromley  and  Beckenham  Joint 
Small-pox  Hospital,  situate  in  the  Rural  District  of  Bromley,  and  the 
Tunbridge  Wells,  Tonbridge,  and  Southborough  Joint  Isolation  Hospital, 
near  Capel,  Tonbridge.  The  former  is  available  for  the  Bromley  Rural, 
Chislehurst  Urban,  and  Foots  Cray  Urban  Districts,  and  the  latter  for  the 
Tonbridge  Rural,  and  the  Southborough  and  Tonbridge  Urban  Districts. 
These  Hospitals  are  always  kept  in  readiness  for  the  reception  of  cases 
arising  in  any  of  the  before-mentioned  Districts,  and  patients  can  be 
efficiently  isolated  in  a  very  short  time. 


Scarlet  Fever  cases  fell  from  348  with  no  deaths  in  1909  to  325 
cases  and  5  deaths  in  1910.  The  following  shows  the  number  of  cases  and 
deaths  occurring  in  each  District:  — 


Cases.  Deaths. 

Bromley  Rural  .  31  1 

Cranbrook  ,,  8  0 

Maidstone  ,,  38  1 

Sevenoaks  ,,  29  1 

Ten  ter  den  ,,  7  0 

Tonbridge  ,,  37  0 

Chislehurst  Urban .  57  1 

Sevenoaks  ,,  3  0 

Southborough  ,,  41  0 

Tenterden  ,,  10  0 

Tonbridge  ,,  47  0 

Foots  Cray  ,,  17  1 


325  5 


Of  the  total  325  cases,  269,  or  over  80  per  cent.,  were  treated  at 
Isolation  Hospitals. 

The  Scarlet  Fever  death-rate  was  0-03  per  1,000  of  population,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  a  nil  rate  in  the  previous  year,  and  0-04  in  1908. 

The  following  shows  the  age-periods  at  which  the  cases  and  deaths 


occurred  : — 

Under  1 

1—5 

5—15 

15—25 

25 — 65 

65  and 

year. 

years. 

years. 

years. 

years. 

upwards. 

"l 

64 

219 

*  22 

19 

0  — 325  cases 

1 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0  —  5  deaths 

Diphtheria  fell  from  147  cases  and  10  deaths  in  1909  to  83  cases  and 
6  deaths  in  1910. 


The  cases  and  deaths  were  distributed  as  follows  : — 
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Cases.  Deaths. 

11  0 

17  1 

6  0 

14  2 

1  0 

7  0 

5  0 

1  0 

17  8 

0  0 

2  0 

2  0 

88  6 

Of  the  total  83  cases,  47,  or  56  per  cent.,  were  removed  to  Isolation 
Hospitals. 


The  following 
arose  : — 

shows  the 

age-periods 

at  which 

the  cases  and  deaths 

Under  1 

1—5 

5—15 

15—25 

25—65 

65  and 

year. 

years. 

years. 

years. 

years. 

upwards. 

0 

9 

’  49 

9 

16 

0  —  83  cases 

0 

1 

5 

0 

0 

0  —  6  deaths 

The  Diphtheria  death-rate  was  004  per  1,000  of  population,  as  against 
0'06  in  the  previous  year,  and  the  case  mortality  7"2  per  cent.,  as  compared 
with  6-8  in  1909. 


Bromley  Rural  ... 
Cranbrook  ,, 
Maidstone  ,, 
Sevenoaks  ,, 
Tenterden  ,, 
Tonbridge  ,, 
Chislehurst  Urban 
Sevenoaks  ,, 

Southborough  ,, 

Tenterden  ,, 

Tonbridge  ,, 

Foots  Cray  ,, 


Of  the  Urban  Districts  the  incidence  of  Diphtheria  was  0-50  per  1,000 
of  population,  with  a  case  mortality  of  110  per  cent.,  while  that  of  the 
Rural  Districts  was  O' 60  per  1,000  of  population,  with  a  case  mortality  of 
5-8  per  cent. 


Enteric  (or  Typhoid)  Fever. — Only  fourteen  cases  were  reported, 
with  4  deaths,  as  against  44  cases  and  5  deaths  in  1909.  They  arose  as 
follows : — 


Cases.  Deaths. 


Bromley  Rural  . .  1  0 

Cranbrook  ,,  1  0 

Maidstone  ,,  1  0 

Sevenoaks  ,,  8  1 

Tenterden  ,,  0  0 

Tonbridge  ,,  2  0 

Chislehurst  Urban .  1  0 

Sevenoaks  ,,  0  0 

Southborough,,  . . .  1  0 

Tenterden  ,,  2  2 

Tonbridge  ,,  2  1 

Foots  Cray  ,,  0  0 


14 


4 
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The  following 
occurred : — 

shows  the 

age-periods 

at  which  the 

cases  and  deaths 

Under  1 

1—5 

5—15 

15—25 

25 — 65 

65  and 

year. 

years 

.  years. 

years. 

years. 

upwards. 

0 

1 

3 

3 

7 

0  —  14  cases 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

0  —  4  deaths 

The  Enteric  Fever  death-rate  was  0-02  per  1,000  of  population,  and  the 
case  mortality  28  per  cent. 


Puerperal  Fever. —  Thirteen  cases  of  this  disease  were  reported,  with 
2  deaths,  as  against  4  cases  and  1  death  in  the  previous  year,  and  occurred 
as  follows  : — 


Cases.  Deaths. 


Bromley  Rural  .  4  0 

Cranbrook  ,,  1  0 

Maidstone  „  4  0 

Sevenoaks  ,,  1  1 

Tonbridge  ,,  2  1 

Southborough  Urban .  1  0 


18  2 


Erysipelas. — Sixty-nine  cases  and  3  deaths  occurred,  as  against  77 
cases  and  one  death  in  1909,  viz  : 


Cases.  Deaths. 

Bromley  Rural  . 13  2 

Cranbrook  ,,  10  1 

Maidstone  ,,  9  0 

Sevenoaks  ,,  12  0 

Tenterden  ,,  0  0 

Tonbridge  ,,  6  0 

Chislehurst  Urban .  6  0 

Sevenoaks  ,,  2  0 

Southboro’  ,,  4  0 

Tenterden  ,,  1  0 

Tonbridge  ,,  2  0 

Foots  Cray  ,,  4  0 


69  3 


The  cases  and  deaths  occurred  at  the  following  periods  of  life : 


Under  1 

1—5 

5—15 

15—25 

25—65 

65  and 

year. 

years. 

years. 

years. 

years. 

upwards. 

0 

1 

4 

“  7 

^  41 

16  — 69  cases 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2  —  3  deaths 

No  cases  of  Continued  Fevers  were  notified  throughout  the  year. 


Tuberculosis. — Pulmonary  tuberculosis  (otherwise  called  Phthisis  or 
Consumption  of  the  Lungs)  is  voluntary  notifiable  in  the  majority  of  the 
Districts, 
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The  disease  is  also  notifiable  under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis) 
Regulations,  1908,  which  provide  for  the  compulsory  notification  by  Medical 
Officers  of  Poor  Law  Institutions  and  by  District  Poor  Law  Medical  Officers 
to  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  acting  for  Sanitary  Districts,  of  all  cases  of 
Phthisis  occurring  among  inmates  of  Poor  Law  Institutions,  and  also  among 
poor  persons  in  receipt  of  parish  relief  in  private  houses  ;  also  the  notification 
by  Superintending  Officers  of  Poor  Law  Institutions  to  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  of  the  District,  of  any  person  leaving  an  Institution  who  has  been 
notified  as  suffering  from  Phthisis. 

The  following  shows  the  number  of  notifications  received  in  each  district 
under  both  systems,  and  the  number  of  deaths  and  the  death-rate  from  this 
disease  in  each  District  for  1910  : — 


Voluntary  Poor  Law  Number 

Death- 

system. 

notifica- 

of 

rate. 

tions. 

deaths. 

Bromley  Rural  . 

1 

14 

19 

0-91 

Cr an  brook  ,,  . 

0 

4 

12 

0-97 

Maidstone  ,,  . 

8 

11 

11 

0*72 

Sevenoaks  ,,  . 

0 

24 

13 

0-56 

Tenterden  ,,  . 

0 

0 

4 

O’ 84 

Tonbridge  ,,  . 

2 

16 

14 

0-82 

Chislehurst  Urban  . 

2 

0 

3 

035 

Sevenoaks  ,,  . 

3 

2 

3 

0-34 

Southborough  ,,  . 

0 

8 

3 

0.83 

Tenterden  ,,  . 

1 

0 

4 

1-29 

Tonbridge  ,,  . 

15 

8 

8 

0*50 

Foots  Cray  ,,  . 

0 

2 

4 

0-42 

Whole  District . 

82 

79 

98 

0’66 

The  death-rate  for  the  whole  combined  District  from  phthisis  was  0*66, 
as  against  0-79  in  the  previous  year. 

The  phthisis  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1909  was  1*08.  The 
comparative  figures  for  1910  are  not  yet  available. 

The  following  shows  the  age-periods  at  which  the  cases  were  notified, 
and  at  which  death  occurred  : — - 


Under  1 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-65 

65  and 

Voluntary 

year. 

years. 

years. 

years. 

years. 

upwards. 

Notifications  ... 
Poor  Law 

0 

0 

1 

6 

24 

1  —  82  cases 

Notifications  ... 

0 

0 

11 

10 

56 

2  —  79  cases 

Deaths . 

2 

0 

4 

23 

60 

9  — -98  deaths 
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NON-NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Measles. — Only  one  death  resulted  from  this  disease — that  of  an  infant 
14  months  of  age  in  the  Sevenoaks  Urban  District. 


Whooping  Gough. — Twenty-five  deaths  were  certified  as  due  to  this 
disease,  as  against  7  in  the  previous  year.  Fifteen  were  of  infants  under  12 
months  of  age,  and  the  remainder  of  children  of  five  years  of  age  and  under. 


They  were  distributed  as  follows  : 

Bromley  Rural . . 

Cranbrook  ,,  . 

Maidstone  ,,  . 

Sevenoaks  ,,  . 

Tenterden  ,,  . 

Tonbridge  ,,  . 

Chislehurst  Urban . 

Sevenoaks  ,,  . 

Southboro’  ,,  . 

Tenterden  , ,  . 

Tonbridge  ,,  . . 

Foots  Cray  ,,  . 


2 

1 

4 

4 
0 

5 
1 
1 
1 
0 
5 
0 

24  deaths 


The  death-rate  from  Whooping  Cough  was  0-16  per  1,000  of  population. 


Diarrhoea  (including  epidemic  or  zymotic  enteritis)  was  responsible  for 
27  deaths,  as  against  20  in  the  previous  year.  Fifteen  were  of  infants  under 
12  months  of  age,  6  between  1  and  5  years,  and  6  adults.  They  occurred  : — 


Bromley  Rural  . . . .  8 

Cranbrook  ,,  0 

Maidstone  ,,  7 

Sevenoaks  ,,  1 

Tenterden  ,,  0 

Tonbridge  ,,  5 

Chislehurst  Urban . 0 

Sevenoaks  ,,  *  . . 1 

Southborough,,  .  2 

Tenterden  ,,  0 

Tonbridge  ,,  8 

Foots  Cray  ,,  0 


27  deaths 


The  diarrhoea  death-rate  was  0-18  per  1,000  of  population. 


Influenza  fell  from  48  deaths  in  1909  to  24  in  1910,  which  occurred  as 
follows , — 
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3 


2 

7 
0 

8 
0 
4 
2 
0 
0 
0 

24  deaths 


The  following  shows  the  age-periods  at  which  the  deaths  occurred  : — 

Under  1  1-5  5-15  15-25  25-65  65  and 

years,  years,  years,  years,  years,  unwards. 

1  0  4  1  "6  "l2  —24  deaths 


Bromley  Rural  ... 
Cranhrook  ,, 
Maidstone  ,, 
Sevenoaks  ,, 
Tenterden  ,, 
Tonbridge  ,, 
Chislehurst  Urban 
Sevenoaks  ,, 

Southborough  ,, 

Tenterden  ,, 

Tonbridge  ,, 

Foots  Cray  „ 


The  influenza  death-rate  was  0T6  per  1,000  of  population. 


The  birth-rate  in  England  and  Wales  in  1910  was  24°8  per  1,000  of 
the  population,  which  is  0-8  per  1,000  below  the  rate  in  1909,  and  lower  than 
the  rate  in  any  other  year  on  record.  Compared  with  the  average  in  the  ten 
years  1900-1909,  the  birth-rate  in  1910  showed  a  decrease  of  2-7  per  1,000. 


The  death-rate  in  1910  was  18-4  per  1,000  which  was  IT  per  1,000 
below  the  rate  in  1909,  and  lower  than  the  rate  in  any  other  year  on  record. 
Compared  with  the  average  rate  in  the  ten  years  1900-1909,  the  death-rate 
in  1910  showed  a  decrease  of  2*4  per  1,000. 


The  rate  of  mortality  among  infants  under  one  year  of  age  to  1,000 
registered  births  was  106,  which  is  3  per  1,000  below  the  rate  in  1909.  The 
rate  in  1910  was  lower  than  in  any  other  year  on  record.  Compared  with 
the  average  in  the  ten  years  1900-1909,  the  rate  of  infantile  mortality  in  1910 
showed  a  decrease  of  26  per  1,000. 


The  epidemic  disease  death-rate  was  0-99  per  1,000  living,  against  1*28, 
U34,  and  ITS  respectively  in  the  three  preceding  years. 


The  vital  statistics  for  this  Combined  District  for  1910  are  very  satis¬ 
factory,  and,  as  shown  by  the  following  table,  compare  favourably  with  the 
rates  for  England  and  Wales,  the  death-rate,  the  epidemic  disease  death  rate, 
and  the  infant  mortality  being  respectively  2*4,  0-54,  and  26  below  the  cor¬ 
responding  rates  for  the  country  generally  : — - 


10 


Death-rate. 

Epidemic 

Disease 

Death-rate. 

Infant 

Mortality. 

England  and  Wales  . 

13-4 

0-99 

106 

West  Kent  Combined 
District  . 

11-0 

0-45 

80 

2-4 

0-54 

26 

The  birth-rate  for  this  Combined  District  was  1*4  below  that  of  the 
previous  year,  and  4-8  below  that  for  the  country  generally. 


The  death-rates  from  the  seven  principal  epidemic  diseases  for  the 
Combined  District,  as  compared  with  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales, 
were  as  follows  : — 


England 

West  Kent 

and 

Combined 

Wales. 

District. 

Small-pox  . .  .. 

......  o-oo 

0-00 

Measles  . 

.  0-23 

0-06 

Scarlet  Fever . 

.  0-06 

0-03 

Diphtheria  . 

.  0-12 

0-04 

Whooping  Cough  . 

.  0-24 

0-16 

Fevers . 

.  0-05 

0-02 

Diarrhoea  . . 

.  029 

0-18 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 


Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


May  15th,  1911. 


JAMES  SCOTT  TEW. 


Table  1. — For  whole  District. 
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By  the  term  “  Non-residents  ”  is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  district  on  account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  and  dying  in  public 
institutions  there  ;  and  by  the  term  “  Residents  ”  is  meant  persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  on  account  of  sickness  or 
infirmity,  and  have  died  in  public  institutions  elsewhere. 

The  “Public  institutions”  to  be  taken  into  account  for  the  purposes  of  these  Tables  are  those  into  which  persons  are  habitually- 
received  on  account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  such  as  hospitals,  workhouses,  and  lunatic  asylums. 
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Table  3. — Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  Year  1910. 
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